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in all its brightness, and then vanished. Such
stars exhibited themselves only; surrounding
objects did not partake of their light. There
were deep wells of knowledge, but no fertilizing
rills and rivulets. For the drama, society was
altogether a state of chaos, out of which it was,
for a while at least, to proceed anew, as if there
had been none before it. And yet it is not
undelightful to contemplate the eduction of good
from evil. The ignorance of the great mass of
our countrymen was the efficient cause of the
reproduction of the drama; and the preceding
darkness and the returning light were alike neces-
sary in order to the creation of a Shakespeare.
Ihe drama recommenced in England, as it
first began in Greece, in religion. The people
were not able to read, the priesthood were
unwilling that they should read; and yet their
own interest compelled them not to leave the
people wholly ignorant of the great events of
sacred history. They did that, therefore, by
scenic representations, which in after ages it
has been attempted to do in Roman Catliolic
countries by pictures. They presented Mysteries,
and often at great expense: and relics of this
system still remain in the south of Europe, and
indeed throughout Italy, where at Christmas
the convents and the great nobles rival each
other in the scenic representation of the birth
of Christ and its circumstances. I heard two
instances mentioned to me at different times,
one in Sicily and the other in Rome, of noble
devotees, the ruin of whose fortunes was said
to have commenced in the extravagant expense
which had been incurred in presenting the